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Register for the AATS 89th Annual Meeting
The AATS 89th Annual Meeting is only a few months away
and promises to deliver a comprehensive educational experi-
ence for professionals in the field of thoracic and cardiovas-
cular surgery. The complete scientific program and listing of
renowned faculty is now available at www.aats.org.
In 2009, two new courses will debut on Wednesday morn-
ing, May 13th. These include adult cardiac and general tho-
racic focused sessions and will be held following the
Emerging Technologies and Techniques Forum.
The AATS has partnered with the Heart Rhythm Society to
present ‘‘Ablation vs. Surgery for Atrial Fibrillation: Antag-
onism or Synergism?’’ Directed by the AATS Secretary,
Thoralf M. Sundt, III, MD, and HRS First Vice President,
Douglas L. Packer, MD, FHRS, the session takes a surgical
approach. A similar program will run again at the HRS An-
nual Scientific Sessions also taking place in Boston on
Wednesday afternoon, May 13th and takes a cardiology ap-
proach. Topics include:
 The ‘‘Classic Maze’’: Experimental Origins, Surgical Le-
sion Sets, Alternative Energy Sources
 Neurological Approaches to the AF Problem
B Ganglion Mapping
B Cervical Interventions
 Less Invasive Approaches - Critical Step or Critical Mis-
take?
B Robotics as Applied to Arrhythmia Surgery
B Thoracoscopic Arrhythmia Surgery
B Intravascular Approaches
B Intrapericardial Approaches
 Defining Success
Thomas A. D’Amico, MD will chair ‘‘Pneumonectomy: A
Treatment or A Disease?’’ which delves into:
 Patient Selection for Pneumonectomy
 Role of Thoracoscopic Pneumonectomy
 Managing Intraoperative Complications
 Early Complications after Pneumonectomy
 Late Complications after Pneumonectomy
 Pneumonectomy after Induction Therapy
 Extrapleural Pneumonectomy
Additional program highlights include:
 12th Annual C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum
 Innovative Plenary Sessions
 Presidential Address by Thomas L. Spray of Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia
 Guest Lectures by Jonathan A. Epstein, MD of University
of Pennsylvania and Dr. Michio Kaku of City University
of New York
To round out the educational offerings, the AATS presents
a full and diverse social program including the Attendee
Reception at Boston’s New Institute of Contemporary
Art, tours of historic Boston, a visit to seaside New En-
gland communities and a trip to America’s oldest continu-
ing museum and a private tour through stately Beacon Hill
townhouses.
Meeting Registration and Housing Accommodations
Attendees may conveniently register for the meeting and
book hotel reservations simultaneously when registering
online. Registration via mail, fax or phone is also avail-
able. Visit www.aats.org for more details or contact the
AATS/Experient Customer Service Desk at (866) 229-
2386 or (301) 694-5243 to register. Take advantage of
the early registration discount by registering before
April 3, 2009.
AATS will provide international attendees with an invitation
letter to assist in applying for a U.S. visa. To obtain this doc-
ument, please visit the AATSwebsite and submit the request
form. Please note that international travelers who are seeking
to travel to the United States under the Visa Waiver Program
are now subject to enhanced security requirements. All eli-
gible travelers who wish to travel under the Visa Waiver
Program must apply for entry online as part of the new
Electronic System for Travel Authorization. Visit www.
aats.org for more information.
Target Audience
 Cardiothoracic Surgeons
 Physicians in related specialties including Cardiothoracic
Anesthesia, Cardiology, Pulmonology, Radiology, Gas-
troenterology and Thoracic Oncology
 Fellows and Residents in Cardiothoracic and General
Surgical training programs
 Allied Health Professionals involved in the care of
Cardiothoracic surgical patients
 Medical students with an interest in Cardiothoracic
Surgery
Annual Meeting Accreditation
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
This activity has been approved for AMA PRA Category 1
Credit(s)TM.
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